POINT OF VIEW: (LIMATE CHANGE AND OUR VERY EXISTENCE
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Folks, it is time to be

alarmed

Y HLUSSTLL FHILBRICK

[oar children s children are going to

ke abile to lve meaningful lives upon

this planee, we must all study and

become alarmed abour the changes
that we have caused in the atm nﬁphem.
the pocan and the carth irsalf during the
past 1000 years

Scientesty of the world have Deen nears-
Iy enanimous Y (S laiming that man-
kand 1 responsiide for the majos -;!:.a_u,gl:s.
CCCILITING tn oo environment. Ths ATy
thing s that no one can define the tip-
phng poing, when it will be oo late for os
i take actions that can prevent & level of
catastrophe that we cannot change.

There is a upping poiot, where a nun-
away greenhouse effect wonld complate-
Iy ¢ loviadd gmir aey wiile gy A0 0T I'Lng
every living thing as the lemperature
rises, Sed levels will rise to food more
than half of the present Bving: space of
the world's population.

We hawe a sigter planet, Venws, where a
runaweay gresnhouse affect coenmed. Ven-
us exhibics thick clowds from evaporated
ceans and all of the planet’s volatile ma-
terials, which surround the planet with
thick clowds that result in a typical surface
temperalure moee than BOGF,

Scientisls are stpposed (o De more fc-
st arud less speculative in the things they
say. However, there 15 a time when every-
cne has a responsbility o r2es: an alamm.
This becomes partoularly necessary when
the majority of those we clect to write laws
and regulations tend to be denicrs of facts,
ignorant of eoicntific results and dismissive
of even dehating and evaluating the poten-
tal consequences.

We are facing an election that is ex-
tremely important, if we are to hegin (he
process of developing long-term solutions,
by electing thoee who are willing o learn,
discuss amd develop plans 1o protect our
fibure: on planet Eacih, IF 15 2 responsibilily
of every ome of us to evahuate the stance
on envirenmental issues of every candi-
date before we cast our ballots for presi-
dent, senators, legislators, povernor, as
well as state and regional offices. We can

et &ford 1o paat off, for anotber (o
years, the proceds of hegrnning b0 devekon
plans for oar fudirs

It is meost fikely thai we Cammot i
along the current pathway for very muct
longer and hogse 1o sarvive as e fiaman
spocics. We mes e willing 1o acoepd
sigmificant changes in how we use re
gourees for energy from fossil fuels foo
[AFsEr generation wnel tramysporatson and
cChemieals foe increasing food harvests. We
renist he primdfal of |1v|1|i||r:||||| Gl W e rays
and oeeans, hinrvestng of trees and mune
life andd other practices thas reduce species
habatats in oceans ansd Toreats

We do have some reason for hope Lthat
maniand can come together (o make
national and ionte rnations
cormmen goond, even i 8 has boen dome
only on a much smaller swcale in the pas:

Linee particalar examtc Dogan 1 the
197 0%, when stentsts cxamined the
p-:_'-l;r:‘.;.il for chdoroflucrocarkons ¢
chetmcally destroy (he ftratoapte g
ozone layer, which protects the tropo-
sphere and the surface from receiving
the damaping high-energy solar wltravio
lct radiation. At that dme, CFCs in spray
propellants for cremetics, sech as hair-
aprays, and air-condidoning refrigerants
were being released inoo the atmosphere
im sufficient quantity to cause scientists
to sound the alarm.

During the 19805, mast all of the gov-
emmiments of the world came fogether on
]‘lunnltlg LIS as Ay |:lr.'-|:E:|.'|||: anid
regllating the use in refrigerants. During
recent years, satellite and ground-based
measuremnents have shown that the
ogome decling has been reversed and is
gradually returning te normal, The dam
gge has probably been limited to small
increasss o frequencies of cye cataracts
and skin cancers.

S0, discussions and logical conclusions
can resplt in agreements to do the right
thing, bot nothing can happen when polit-
ciang are af loggerheads. As a responsible
citien and a concerned member of Aocis-
ty, please study (his problem of clinare
change, congider the pasitions of the can-
didates on the enviconment and then vole
for the ood of fubure penerations,
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